PENSHURST AND KNOLE

If one were given the difficult task of choosing two great
country houses as 'typically English', Penshurst and
Knole, both in the county of Kent, might well be one's choice*
Neither Blenheim nor Chatsworth, the ambitious creations of
great architects, nor the many Palladian houses of the eigh-
teenth century, are so distinctively English as these two houses
whose architecture speaks of centuries of growth. Both are
homes rather than palaces ; both are, as Miss Sackville-West
says of Knole,' the greater relation of those many small manor
houses which hide themselves so innumerably among the
counties,' On both isc the spell of unbroken ownership ', by
the Sidneys at Penshurst and by the Sackvilles at Knole, whose
portraits and furniture still adorn their homes,

Penshurst, the older of the two, is the smaller and the less
imposing. Sir Philip Sidney in his Arcadia wrote, with his
father's housein mind: ' The house itself was built of fair and
strong stone, not affecting so much any extraordinary fineness,
as an honourable representing of a firm stateliness, The
lights, doors and stairs rather directed to the use of the guest
than to the eye of the artificer; and yet as the one chiefly
needed so the other not neglected; each place handsome
without curiosity and homely without loathsomeness; not
so dainty as not to be trodden on, nor yet slobbered up with
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